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SAN LUIS POTOSI, loo ees''pa toll se''.
mexico, capital of the state of San Luis
Potosi, and fourth city of the republic of
Mexico, is situated 215 miles northwest of
Mexico City on a plateau 6,200 feet above the
sea. It is regularly built, has good streets
and several plazas, or parks. The most im-
portant buildings are the governor's palace,
the palace of justice, the townhall, the mint,
the exchange, the theater and the Church of
San Pedro. The city is an important railroad
center and has a large trade in cattle, hides,
tallow and wool. It is the seat of a United
States consul.
The city first attained its prominence be-
cause of its proximity to the famous San
Pedro silver mines, which have been aban-
doned. At present there is a good trade in
pottery, mineral products and hides. The
manufactures include furniture, woolen
goods, soap and cigars. The city was the
center of a revolution which broke out in
1910, and was captured by the Constitu-
tionalists in 1914. Population, 1930, 73,205.
SAN MARINO, sahn mah rd'no, a tiny re-
public, the oldest in Europe, situated in
Northern Italy, about twelve miles from the
Adriatic. It has an area of about thirty-
eight square miles and a population of about
10,000. The chief industries are wine-making
and cattle-raising. The legislative body of
the republic is a Council of sixty members,
elected by popular vote. From among these
is chosen annually a smaller executive coun-
cil and, semi-annually, two executive officers
called regents. The republic issues its own
postage stamps and copper coins. There is no
public debt. San Marino, the capital, situ-
ated 2,650 feet above the sea, is a quaint old
town, which has existed since the fourth cen-
tury. A treaty of friendship exists between
the republic of San Marino and Italy, and
when the latter declared war against Ger-
many in 1915, the little republic followed suit
and sent a thousand men to the war.
SAN MARTIN, sahn mahr teen', a distin-
guished South American general and a leader
,in securing South American independence,
was born in Argentina and educated in Spain.
*H&,entered the- army- and gained distinction
•fc the'watf against France, rising to the rank
:<5f lieutenant-colonel. In 1811 he learned that
'the Spanish colonies in South America had
.rebelled, and'.at once went to Buenos Aires,
organized a group known as the mounted
and was given command of a
 large patriot army. In 1815 he raised an
army for the liberation of Chile, but did not
reach that country until two years later. He
won two important victories over the Spanish
forces, one at Chacabuco and the other at
Maipo in 1818. After organizing the govern-
ment of Chile, he helped the Peruvians to
gain their independence, and was made Pro-
tector of Peru. While in office he instituted
a number of needed reforms, then turned his
office over to Simon Bolivar (which see), and
sailed for Europe, where he died.
SAN SALVADOR', centeal america,
capital of the republic of Salvador, 120 miles
southeast of the city of Guatemala. The city
occupies a valley between wooded hills, and to
the northwest is the volcano of San Salvador.
A railway connects the city with Santa Ana
and La Libertad. The chief buildings are the
national palace, the university, the cathedral,
the national library and an astronomical ob-
servatory. The city also has a botanical
garden. Its trade in agricultural produce is
considerable, and it ships large quantities of
indigo. Population, 1930, 95,447.
SANSKRIT LANGUAGE AND LITER-
ATURE. Sanskrit is the classic and sacred
language of the ancient Hindus, and the lan-
guage in which most of their vast literature is
written. The date of the introduction of San-
skrit into India is unknown, but it was at
least as early as 1500 B. C. It has not been
a living and spoken language since 200 B. C.,
so the ancient forms have been preserved
without change. It belongs to the Indo-
European family o£ languages, and is related
to the Persian, Greek, Latin, Teutonic, Sla-
vonic and Celtic tongues. It stands in the
same relation to the modern Aryan languages
of India as Latin does to the languages of
Southeastern Europe that are known col-
lectively as the Romance languages.
The great value of Sanskrit to the student
of languages lies in the fact that through all
the centuries it has preserved without change
the characteristics of the common language
from which the modern languages of India
and Europe sprang (see philology). It has
exercised great influence on the scholarship
of the world, for its study has led to the study
of comparative philology, comparative my-
thology and comparative religion. -Moreover,
scholars have arrived at an understanding of
the development'of Greek, Latin; German,
and English largely by comparing them with
Sanskrit	,.,,,;:

